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Cozumel
Cozumel is an island in the Caribbean 

Sea off the eastern coast of Mexico’s Yu-
catan Peninsula, opposite the Playa del 
Carmen, and close to the Yucatan Chan-

nel. Cozumel is one of the nine municipalities (municipios) 
of the state of Quintana Roo. Cozumel is a tourist destina-
tion for its scuba diving and snorkeling. The main town on 
the island is San Miguel de Cozumel.

Most visitors travel to Cozumel to see what is under-
water. While there are quite a few beach clubs that offer 
snorkeling, the main attractions are the reefs offshore and 
the multitude of dive shops ready to take you there. The 
main town and dive operations are on the west side of the 
island, but if you rent a Beetle or scooter then the east side 
of the island is the place to go. The east side of the island 
is mostly undeveloped, but there are beautiful beaches, big 
waves, and rocky outcrops over the ocean. If the waves are 
sufficient you can find a few small blow holes. You will also 
find a restaurant on the beach every few kilometers.

Cozumel also offers several Mayan Archaeological Sites. 
The most extensive vestiges are those at San Gervasio, 
an inland site several miles north of the Carretera Trans-
versal. Another site is located near the village of El Cedral, 
inland from the Carretera Costera Sur. In the Parque Punta 
Sur, at the southern tip of the island, there is the Templo El 
Caracol, believed to have been used as a lighthouse by the 
Mayans.


